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A CURATED FASHION
PORTIOLI0.

Michele Belloni is an Italian
photographer working at the intersection
of fashion, conceptual portraiture, and
narrative visual storytelling.

Based in Rome and operating globally, his
practice is defined by a rigorous aesthetic
that bridges contemporary editorial
demands with a deeply rooted fine art
sensibility.

His work seamlessly combines painterly
lighting, cinematic atmospheres, and a
meticulous attention to character
construction, creating images that feel
suspended between a high-fashion
editorial spread and a fine art gallery
exhibition.

Central to his signature style is a R
masterful use of subtractive lightinganda  ® 0 &0 | _
deep commitment to the craft of wﬁ

chiaroscuro.

By treating shadows not merely as an
absence of light but as an active narrative
element, his imagery coaxes an organic,
three-dimensional texture out of fabrics,
skin, and environments alike.



PROJECT 01/FASHION CHARACTER STUDY

THE BLACK SWAN.

The genesis of a vision never lies in

accumulation, but in subtraction. Creating

The Black Swan series meant embracing

the void as a descriptive space, allowing -

the darkness to shape the matter long =
before the light could. It was not a matter

of documenting a subject, but of evoking a

primordial archetype, metamorphosis and
introspection, through a rigorous balance

of geometry and texture.
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PROJECT 01/ THE BLACK SWAN

hd
i N ]
Michele Belloni - Fashion, Character & Visual Storytelling i .: U- : 7 J[ 1 ) ] 03
L . L



6@]}8

y F‘. Ca.mmfgw-

"t Tokn the
| Baplist” (1602)
* Jenebrism

Prowed . &hcfkpsqft Hft'jr/if
'groﬁfc at 45
L * Deep shadows
swans « NMaturalism and
silence. spirctual tension.

e W Rembrandt
“Colf. Potrsil?
(1659)
« Chiaroscuro

. ébu{pfur.u' volime
Back as

viilnecability —
5 frm:gf)’n and
Stittender in o
bhe same #

breath.

g - Pﬂmf} mhbn-@cy
B - Zmotional Jc,aa‘f;
b ﬁ!m;fg!i &L'gﬂ

Caged yet
wrgawe‘a -

Prison and

srmcﬁuafjc. 1 geor' es de

| La Tour
.aj.z'a.fem with

the Smokin

Flame” (1640)

« (uist reverence

| A m‘g& &gﬁr
Source

4 Mj,cs.fery and

mfmpec&bm

Chasen ﬁrr her

' excef:&bm{f

I 5&!!4‘,‘8" n M

| . p - clavicular line,
'; , Interbwined, wild, and LA _ sharp features,

o n;}a; ;mﬁ:f . undamed — symbolize Weight, texture, and urm:! | T me‘,wmm
g i :;: f:; restriction, natures The beads jram:d the piece; Yone thsectlire

| s d’ kgl it guiet strenglh, and the ﬁ.aféars evoke the g

1 i ofgasic chass. stoan’s lp(a:{md?z and Her face is a

i

ancestral ornaments, pet ect canvas

for graphic makeup,
her presence
moves between

p’uﬁ:wmé;&: and

CAGE-DRaPE STRUCTURE Rigsons & WiRe FRAME

Darx Texturat Fasrics

Create the cage Cﬂ'ﬁ!{ﬁ'y. Tulle, gauze, aad Sr-d"-‘: -

Hm&:&cf{rmf‘yzt organc. PR T __ro." hym% e frie M td)fw"&
| Sﬂﬂ ests both rxafrwfn{ consériel or apen.; elhereal movement. &’f f.lr"if SihaL
* l q_mf .rzmsf::lrma&.nw. .ﬂ’r:(&‘»&'h’. ro’i'&"i "‘"‘3‘”{"' ﬂg beu!r, rew:z!f e |
gL, i gg_rg-aafﬂﬂ welh the !;'n{g, lV,.l' | )
5. FinaL INTENT]DN - s 5 C(}Lon ?ALETTE S oD ] A

[he Black Swan is a study of duality — fmadom and a;tx‘mr

émm‘y and Jwifer nrefamaf;aﬁafts :Ma{ mz‘rasfz:rea‘m nru.*aj{i T I«
| sculpled &'3,{5 and fextural conlrast, the series fmn.rﬁrnu i M
. the body into a mythic, dreamlike presence. The cage is nol 4'.

only @ prison but a s&aﬁc @ mirror, and a threshold .
) 543 és both creafure and queen, Juwm{e‘:{ betwesn shadow l
BN\ @nd revelation, where darkness becomes her @rgmj& and 3

.rdwe ler power.

CHARCOAL SEPIA BonE Mursa SMoKY
BLack SHADOW Ivory SKIN Brown




PROJECT 02 / FASHION CHARACTER STUDY

THE ROOTED CROWN.

LA A

The Rooted Crown is a
conceptual case study
examining the symbolic
intersection between human
identity and nature. This
editorial breaks down the
creative process of
transforming raw botanical
roots into an avant-garde
crown: a powerful visual
metaphor for ancestral
grounding and human

resilience.
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05



PROJECT 02/ THE RO_OTEI?{CROWN
N NN

Michele Belloni - Fashion, Character & Visual Storytelling - 06



. B , 2. LIGHT REFERENCES
: f (OLD MASTERS)

CARAVAGGIO |
SAINT JEROME

(Tenebrism)
Dramatic directional
Ths t light from the side,
m:?fud;r high contrast,
fﬂ:nphasis on emotional intensity,
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noble bearing.
REMBRANDT
SELF PORTRAIT
- (Volumetric)
I Soft, enveloping

light that reveals
form, texture, and

human depth.
. Seated posture i GEORGES DE )
— contained, \ I".' LA TOUR
protective, 1% (Candlelight)
1 ¥
i and grounded. Quiet illumination,

intimate mood,
sculptural
shadow.

Wild Blackthorn
Branches

Symbalize organic
growth arranged
-~ as an architecture
L'[F""'a_"“| grie of restriction.
—aspiration
within
restraint. Dried Grasses

& Wild Grasses |

Add movement,
contrast, and
soft absorption
of light.

Headpiece study —
- asymmetrical
architecture,

Heather & Thistle

living textures, T meriCE.
organic tension. ceslience and
quiet wildness,
4. WHY THIS MODEL? ; 5. POSE GEOMETRY Deep-Pile Fur Wrap
L Y] (The Anatomy of a Pose)
% Chosen for classical grace A v Acts as primal
and defined bone structure. LY grounding element—

tactile, protective,

Neck elongated, .
s and timeless.

chin fifted
in aspiration.

%2 Emotive profile with
sculptural elarity.

3¢ Slender neck and

clavicular line Clavicular line

open and
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highlighted. =
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| — contalnment
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6. COLOR PALETTE
PARCHMENT BONE DRY STRAW UMBER WARM TAUPE DARK FUR SHADOW

BROWN GRAY

| 7 ENTL‘N FION f’ V[SUAL PHILOSOPHY

| The Rooted Crown explores the tension between growth and the
» | structures that bind us. The crown is not arnamental but architectural—
branches and grasses forming a living constraint. The fur grounds the
figure in primal memory. Through asymmetrical chiaroscuro and Baroque
" || influence, the portrait becomes a meditation on resilience, beauty.
| and the quiet power of bearing what we carry. P

% Rooted, yet reaching. Bound, yet becoming.

" 8. DETAILS & NOTES
B Asymmetrical compesition reflects
natural growth and inner balance.

al

Texture layering: skin, fur, wiry branches,

soft grases — contrast of elements.

Bf  Lighting: single source, sculptural,
revealing form and mood.

B Mood: timeless, raw, and poctic;

strength within stillness.

B




PROJECT 03 / FASHION CHARACTER STUDY

CLOCKWORK WIFDERNESS.

Clockwork Wilderness is o
a fine-art fashion editorial ‘ { \

] 2 | '
exploring the tension J \ \

between mathematical
human rigidity and organic )
decay. The narrative j )
utilizes painterly

chiaroscuro to contrast

structured, avant-garde

silhouettes against the

raw textures of nature.

Through a cinematically
paced sequence
alternating tactile details
with expansive
compositions, this series
seamlessly bridges high
fashion and psychological

portraiture.

-
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PROJECT 03/ CLOCKWORK WILDERNESS

1 ; .:5 > §
Michele Belloni - Fashion, Charécter&Visual Stéry&gllir;'g &

-
I3 ’

5 ®



INTIAACY.

CARAVAGGID |

= DRAMATIC

CHIARDSE

MATERIALS & CHOICES

HAND STUBY

o LALE ANP [

TEXT

= [RAC

LA

e

A ~ =
COMPOSITION SKETCH
T
W(TH TiMEPIE

PREAMLIRE

For INTENTION g8

Clockwork Wilderness /s a p

where fime, invention and

A

; ; ’ i | r
world where ferns grow through gears, butferf
o - ¢

and a wanderer moves belueen realms.

g oy
of conlrasis

Jt the silence bebwesn gears, 4 : 4 ;
2 j stracfure and u'.‘.‘Jn:'.\'(l pasl an

s 7 his series celebrafes the besw
J _-u'f.ui-.l'.r:;-.-, steenglh .:.r:.i-v:,rm.'e.
| o’ L

the w .r':?ae:r.s o/ the wild. = i&c‘ _\:S}I- -T'__”'__'___-___:-}""

SOt #



PROJECT 04 / FASHION CHARACTER STUDY

DRESSED IN MEMORY.

contemporary fine-art lens. The
narrative utilizes atmospheric
lighting and structured vintage
tailoring to explore the melancholic

intersection of memory and

identity. Through a cohesive,
evocatively paced sequence, this
series seamlessly transforms

historical romance into a

compelling psychological portrait...
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PROJECT 04 / DRESSED IN MEMORY
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DRESSED IN MEMORY

A 1940s-INSPIRED FASHION EDITORIAL
CONCEPT & VISUAL GENESIS ~—==%+=

CONCEPT

A VISUAL LETTER TO THE WOMEN
OF THE 1940s — THEIR POISE,
STRENGTH AND QUIET GRACE.

THE EDITORIAL BLENDS NOSTALGIA.
AND STORYTELLING, evoking

A HIDDEN MOMENT SUSPENDED
BETWEEN MEMORY. AND DREAM,

e e ————

VERMEER REMBRANDT CARAVAGGIO
LADY READING A LETTER SASKIA BY A WINDOW MARY MAGDALENE

| KeY DEAS

~ INTIMATE NARRATIVE

~ 1940s FEMININITY

- MEMORY AS AN HEIRLOOM
~ SOFTNESS AND STRENGTH _ .- _
~ LIGHT AS REMEMBRANCE S A i

EDWARD HOPPER ANMDERS ZORN DEGAS
MORNING SUN PORTRAIT STUDIES WOMAN ADJUSTING
HER STOCKING

MATERIALS & PROPS WHY THIS MODEL
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o
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_ OF TIME PERSONAL RELICS

SOFT AND WORN, i HER ABILITY TO EMBODY |
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FALETTE | MOOD & ESSENCE

SOFT WINDOW LIGHT
AS THE MAIN SOURCE,
MODELING THE FACE
AND FABRICS.

" CREAM | i
A POETIC HOMAGE TO THE PAST,

WHERE FASHION BECOMES MEMORY
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|
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PROJECT 05 / FASHION CHARACTER STUDY

THE DAMASK NOC TURNE.

The Damask Nocturne is a

cinematic fashion editorial o~ I : ";- (‘%H‘“

exploring the tactile tension s ' L ) ~ '5”\ e

between fluid silk and the heavy (S

weight of decaden:i{; dark interiors. .

Curated for discerning print

editors, the narrat@('e utilizes |

subtractive chiaroscuro toisolate e -

the subject within an atmosp'heric,ll e R ;‘“‘m;;
speakeasy-inspired environment. |  Nfne Ty
Through a cohesive, evocatively _ : > x(;, ~
paced sequence, this print-ready — SRS, f

series masterfully transforms

material contrast into a powerful

statement of contemporary:

elegance. o\
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PROJECT 06 / FASHION CHARACTER STUDY

THE WEIGHT OF QUIEI

/

The Weight of Quiet is an evocative
fashion editorial exploring the

expressive power of the human form

as an unspoken language. Curated for
discerning print editors, the narrative
utilizes sculptural and minimalist
lighting to capture the heavy essence
of stillness and internal
contemplation. Through a cohesive
and beautifully paced sequence, this
print ready series masterfully
transforms physical gesture into a
profound statement of contemporary &5 ¢ 2

elegance.
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PROJECT 06 / THE WEIGHT OF QUIET
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PROJECT 07 / FREEING WOMEN FROM THE TERROR OF YOUTH AND PERFECTION

BEYOND ETERNAL YOUIH

Avisual study rooted in authenticity,
where the camera serves as an
instrument of truth rather than an
illusion. This approach strips away the
noise of modern digital artifice to
focus entirely on visceral,
uncompromised character.

Working on a strict "skin-first"
philosophy, the process rejects heavy
foundations and airbrushed

perfection. By stripping away the

pressure of youth-obsessed
perfection, the resulting portraits
offer agency bookers adirect,

unfiltered look at true personality.
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PROJECT 07 /BEYOND ETERNAL YOUTH
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